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In 1982 the Department of Health & Welfare was able to change the ~ the dream of an Idaho Children’s Trust Fund. The group was

Idaho Child Protective Act to bring it into compliance with the Federal ~ composed of Mary Reichman of Pocatello, Judge Lowell Castleton of

Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act. Federal grant monies  Boise, Larry Chase of Nampa, Bob Glaisyer of Boise, Reverend Fred

from the National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect were made  Elwood of Twin Falls, Gus Hein of Boise, Deputy Attorney General

available to the DHW for achieving federal complianc Marc Haws of Boise, Robert Tyndall of Lewiston, Terry McFee of
0 Falls and department staff.

' ‘ . tive Pam (Bengson) Ahrens (now Director of the Idaho
issues. This group be e tl & t of Administration) sponsored the legislation in the
A Senator Marti Calabretta in the Senate. The Idaho
St Account was signed into law on March 7, 1985 by
e was later changed to the Idaho Children’s
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Protecting Idaho children from abuse and neglect.



April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month

“Safe Children and Healthy Families Are a Shared Responsibility”  recognizing the best way to promote prevention is to provide
with the skills and resources they need to understand and me
We all have a role to play in building strong communiti@lévaetes emotional, physical, and developmental needs an
individuals, families, and children are valued and suppdeédchigren from harm.
families want the same things for their children B a safe home, a good
education, and a chance to succeed. Parenting is one of the toughest and most important jobs in A
and we all have a stake in ensuring that parents have acce:
Research has shown that parents and other caretakerdo@isoang\aipport they need to be successful. With the help
resources and support are more likely to provide safe asdppeaitagtivities, many families are able to find the streng
homes for their children. Specifically, parents need a n@i#ices they need to raise safe, healthy, and productive ch
supportive personal relationships and other resources for coping
with stress, knowledge and understandyiogl cin help create a supportive community for parents by:
critical child development issues, ¥a@eétting to know your neighbors
financial and other concrete suppgtigelping a family deal with a crisis or stress
such as shelter, food and childcagereaching out to the children in your community
N ¥ Getting involved in a local school, as a volunteer or a ment
A lack of these critical supportsyQQeeping your neighborhood safe
the other hand, can cause otherwise
well-intentioned parents to make paghember that anything you do to support kids and parents
choices that can lead to negleciagily, neighborhood, and community helps strengthen famili
abuse. As we learn more aboutpéiyce the likelihood of child abuse and neglect.
child abuse and neglect occur,

more organizations, agenCi8urinted frosafe Children and Healthy Families Are a Shared Responsibility
and tribal communities akgp://nccanch.act.hhs.gov/topics/prevention/index.cfm

Lives of Children and Families

Idaho ChildrenOs Trust Fund provided funding for 22 Cbitthamite and neglect prevention is hard to measure, but |
based child abuse and neglect prevention projects throughengtitghmowledge, skills and behaviors is much easier to i
for the 2004 B 2005 fiscal year. Mid-year reports for this @aadCGebgesnand neglect prevention can be accomplished by
recipients were due January 31, 2005. The results frompdrenepodgamily strengths related to child development, dis
are excellent. communication and access to additional supports. All of the
funded programs do a wonderful job of supporting, educatin
These programs are working with parents to teach positigéefigthsitieg families.
techniques, to provide support services to families with medically
fragile or developmentally delayed infants, to encourage parents of
teenagers to utilize effective strategies for working with teens, and
providing services to allow homeless families to come in off the streets
and create a stable, loving home for their children. These descriptions
just begin to scratch the surface of the work going on.

In Idaho Falls, Family Services Alliance of SE Idaho works tof
families with a parent or child with disabilities. In Nampa, -
Arms Baby Boutique provides support, education and heg

District #1 teaches OLove & LogicO parenting classy
throughout the year. And in Coeur dOAlene, the PailaEs
Health District provides home visits by a public heall
to families in challenging situations. '






